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Symbiosis Law School, Hyderabad 

(A Constituent of Symbiosis International University, Pune)

Presents

Workshop on Gender Rights and Sensitization

August 8, 2015

Background to the Workshop:

Promoting gender equality and empowering
women is one of the Millennium 
Development Goals (MDGs).  The standard 
norm has been to debate about the eroding 
value system in the present society for the 
violence against women.   Absence of gender 
sensitization amongst the males may be 
attributed to the gender inequality to a large 
extent. The issues of violence, 
subordination, and inequality based on 
gender, needs to be addressed by significant 
institutions like family, educational 
institutions, media and work place, which 
play a vital role in formulating attitudes and 
values on gender perspectives and relations. 

Gender not only refers to the physical 
identity of men and women, but also refers 
to the role they play in a society that is 
conditioned by various factors arising out of 
social, political, economic and cultural
contexts.  Sensitization, at this juncture 
becomes important because of the 
prevailing inequality leading to socio-
cultural discrimination of a single gender.  
This discrimination is being practiced by the 
members of the other gender of the same 
society, strongly supported and legitimized 
by religious and educational institutions, 
media, and the polity to a large extent. 

According to Gloria Stienem, "We've begun 
to raise daughters more like sons, but few 
have the courage to raise our sons more like 
daughters." The patriarchal order of Indian 
society continues to play an important role 
in the differentiated entitlements to for 
access to rights and resources. This 
attitude is hindering the growth and identity
of women thus demolishing roots to social 
transformation.  Nevertheless there are 
evidences of successes of women in different 
bastions of professional life, but they 
become targets of discrimination here too,
in the form of glass ceiling and so on. 

Indian Scenario

In the present scenario, the MDGs seek to 
promote gender equality and empower 
women that comes as a boon to all the 
women globally.   It is universally 
understood that it is the sensitization of 
gender in a society that can bring about a 
paradigm shift in the roles, rights, and 
privileges of men and women thus paving 
the way for socio-economic equality. 

In a country like India, which is governed by 
the male patriarchical order, women suffer 
from multiple disadvantages. Some of the 
reasons for the prevailing unequal gender 
relations are attributed to the lack of gender 
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sensitization, as a result of the inherent 
conditioning of minds of the people. In 
other words, the role of the family, peer 
groups, and educational institutions merit 
attention, in terms of the creation of a socio-
cultural environment. 

In India, gender as a social construct,
continues to play an important role in 
translating the power relations between 
men and women based on masculinity and 
femininity; India practices power distance 
too which is reflected in relations between 
men and women at family as well as at a 
societal level. As Simone de Beauvoir had 
stated that, “One is not born a woman, but 
becomes one”- it is imperative that 
educational institutions and the civil society 
intervenes and contributes towards an
egalitarian system which promotes gender 
relations and dignity, based on equality, 
justice and fairness.

About SLS’ Commitment to Gender 
Rights and Sensitization:

In the above backdrop, Symbiosis Law 
School (SLS), Hyderabad has committed to
propagate, and advocate gender equality
and sensitization within the students to be 
practiced in the campus as well as engage in
pro-bono activities to women who are poor 
and marginalized through community 
lawyering, legal aid camps, sensitization 
workshops, and permanent legal aid clinics. 
SLS Hyderabad believes in holistic 
development of nascent legal minds and 
ensures learning beyond classroom by field 
visits and workshops in collaboration with 
various civil society organizations.

About the Workshop:

The present workshop by SLS seeks to 
address the issue of gender rights and the 
relevance of sensitization. It seeks to inform 
the law students about the various issues 
involving safety, security and dignity of 
women.  It is an attempt to make the law 
students conversant with the various 
problems faced by women and provide legal 
remedies to them.

Objectives:

The objective of the workshop is to enable 
the students to:

∑ Comprehend and discover gender 
inequality that is prevailing

∑ Distinguish and relate the contexts 
and factors of gender discrimination

∑ Reconstruct learning and perception 
towards gender sensitization

Expected Outcome:

∑ Reorganization of thought and 
action towards gender issues

∑ Identification and documentation of
all socioeconomic and legal aspects 
concerning gender rights and 
equality.

∑ Setting a strong base through 
mobilization of students and 
awareness through various sources 
of research and communication.

∑
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Profile of the Speakers

1. Prof K Laxmi, Principal, Osmania 
University College of Arts&Social 
Science, and Professor, Department 
of Political Science, Osmania 
University.

Prof. K. Laxmi, has around 35 years of 
teaching experience. She was awarded the 
Doctorate degree in 1990 and her doctoral 
research was on the study of Women 
Leadership in terms of the Political 
Participation and Performance of women in 
Andhra Pradesh. Under her tutelage, 6 
research scholars have been awarded 
doctorate degrees and 25 students have 
been awarded M.Phil degrees, while 8 
scholars are pursuing their doctoral 
program under her so far. She had received 
the University Grants Commission (Young 
Teachers) award in 1994 and the State 
Meritorious Teachers Award in 2013. She 
had been nominated by the Ministry of 
Human Resources Department (MHRD), 
Government of India, a member of the 
Sramik Vidya Peet and presently is serving 
her second term.

She has participated in more than 100 
National and International conferences, and 
has presented papers in many of them apart 
from having participated as resource person 
and head of panels. She is associated with 
six civil society organizations and is a 
regular commentator on Women’s issues 
and on Indian Government and Politics, in 
the Television and Radio.

Topic: “Women Empowerment –
Different Dimensions”

2. Prof M.V.Lakshmi Devi, 
Principal, Keshav Memorial Institute 
of Commerce & Sciences, Hyderabad

Prof M.V.Lakshmi Devi is an accomplished 
scholar with around 35 years of teaching 
experience and has pursued cross 
disciplinary studies and research. Her 
educational qualifications in various 
disciplines are a testimony to this fact. She 
has two doctorates in Law and Sociology 
respectively. She has a Master’s Degree in, 
Journalism and psychology too. She has 
participated in 64 National seminars and 9 
International Conferences and has 
presented papers in many of them. 

Prof MV Lakshmi Devi also takes an active 
interest in serving social causes by 
conducting  free “Family Counseling 
[Legal]” camps and also in promoting 
advocacy and awareness Programmes on 
the Status of Girl Child. She is regularly seen 
on Television for her commentary on gender 
centric issues and spiritualism. 

Topic: “Gender Equality & 
Inequality – A Sociological 

Discourse”
Dr. Madhusudhan Joshi, Consultant 
Psychiatrist

Dr. Madhusudhan Joshi is a Consultant 
Psychiatrist, who did his graduation in 
medicine and a Post-graduation in 
Psychiatry from Osmania Medical College, 
Osmania University. He has worked in the 
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Government Health Services before taking 
retirement as Consultant Psychiatrist in 
charge of Niloufer Special School Child 
Psychiatry Department, Niloufer hospital. 
Later he established the Retreat Hospital 
M.I.N.D. clinic and Dr. Joshi’s Mind and 
Body Clinic a counseling centre. He has 
been the President of the Hyderabad 
Psychiatrists Society, Indian Medical 
Association Hyderabad. He has attended 3
Global Psychiatry meets, which includes the 
American Psychiatry meets, and has 
delivered lectures and speeches at 
various forums. 

Topic: “Gender Sensitization – A 

Psychological Perspective”

-----
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